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* graduated to taper 
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ff into snug 
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IVE BURNED TO 
DEATH IN BIRR 


MOTHER AND HER THREE 


SONS 


4 


w 


By A STAFF REPORTER. 


FIVE people—a mother, her three young sons and 
4 a maid servant—died in Birr yesterday morning 
‘when their three-storey home was burned to the 


ground. 


__ The father of the family jumped twenty-two feet 
into the yard in an endeavour to obtain assistance, 


and lies in hospital in a critical condition. 
The dead were :— 
Mrs. Kathleen Bowes (39), Main street 


IIT ; 


Joseph (11), Eugene (10), and Cyril (8) 


sons, and 


> 


s, 


Kathleen Grogan (24), domestic servant, 
Cloncarbon, Eglish, three miles outside 


Birr.. 


. Mr. Joseph Bowes, the father, is a fish, poultry, 
fruit and vegetable merchant, and a leading exporter 


to England. Hé is suffering from extensive burns 
cuts, a broken leg, loss of blood and shock. 


The first person to discover the fire 
was Mrs. Patrick O’Brien, wife of a 
a who lives opposite the 

owes’ home. She heard Joseph 
Bowes shouting from the top window 
and wakened her husband, who, clad 
only in trousers and slippers, broke 
into the burning shop and attacked 
the flames with a fire extinguisher. 

Mr. O’Brien told me: ‘‘My wife 
wakened me at a quarter to two. 
crying ‘Pat, there is something 
wrong.’ I told her to go asleep, but 
she insisted that there was some- 
thing wrong. When I turned or. the 
light I saw Joe Bowes lying out of 
the.top window of his shop. He was 


yard. 


me. We bfought him to 


workers, 
curate, was there, too.” 

Meantime, Guards 
from the local 


blankets are ready. The next thing 
1 saw was Joe Bowes staggering on/’ 
the road shouting. He was almost 
exhausted and seemed delirious, and 
must have jumped from the back 
window, twenty-two feet into the 
I ran to him and asked what 
L could do, but he could not. aggre 
lis 
mother's house nearby. where Dr 
Fleary and Dr, Hounhan attended 
to him. and he was then carried to 
hospital on a stretcher by Red Cross 
Father McLoughlin, the 


and firemen 
brigade—who later 


shouting “Fire.” . Jwere joined by a military brigade 


TRAPPED 

' ** Joe shouted to me; ‘ There is a 
fire inside.’ When I reached the 
street he said: ‘ Break in the window 
and get in.” I broke the window 
and found the fire burning hard 
beside a refrigerator. The stairs 
were gone — and, when my wife 
shouted to Joe: to come down, he 
replied: ‘ We are trapped.’ I playe 

my extinguisher on the fire when 

heard a knock on the door. When 
the extinguisher was emptied I went 
to the door, and someone handed me 
a flash lamp. 1 rushed into my back- 


were trapped. 


picks and 


enlarged the heard 


hole they 


fell in. 


task was hopeless. 


from Athlone and by members of 
the. voluntary forces—hacked at the 
wall of the top storey room next 
door in an effort to reach the room 
in which the Bowes and their maid 
Working in relays of 
four and five, under Sergeant Joseph 
Flaherty, they pierced the wall with 
axes; but just as they 


a 


crack and felt a gust of heat, as the 
roof and floors of the Bowes’ home 
They then knew that their 


Throughout the entire drama Mr. 
Bowes was the only member of the 


ard for a ladder, but it reached to family who was seen at the window. 


he second storey only. Joe shouted: 


could not put out the blaze 
shouted for blankets. 

“Edward Madden, my next-door 
neighbour, and Tony allen. who 
lives two doors from Bowes, ran to 
get them, and we cried to Joe to 
jump or throw the children on to 
the blankets. The fire by this time 
was enveloping the house, and 
could see nothing but black smoke. 
Again I shouted to Joe, ‘Throw 
down the children,’ saying the . 


brigades ceased 
work, At 5.30 a.m. 
for the bodies began, 
those of Mrs. Bowes, 


the fire 


remains of (Cyril were found. 


(Continued in Next Column) 


Everything for 


: “ : : No voices were heard except his, 
“é is too short,’ and, realising shattamd after-he had appeared: in. the 

street the crowds saw beds blazing. 
When the roof and walls collapeedyis cress 
their 
the search 
and 
John and 
Eugene and Kathleen Grogan Wyre 
soon found. Afterwards the FT 
t 
is almost certain that all, except Mr. 


TO SCHUOL| 


COSTS LESS 


Warm clothes for the Winter term ..... 
excellently cut and serviceable ..... 
prices that will save you pounds, 
particularily where a whole new outfit is 
needed. Everything costs less at Guineys. 


“WS YOUTHS’ SUITS — Wonderful 
bargains in Youths’ Dripsey Tweed Suits, 


D.B. style, in grey and fawn 
shades. Sizes 8 to 13. 55 /- 
Impossible to repeat at 

BOYS’ SUITS—Boys’ Navy Serge Suits, 
smart styles, well tailored. 

Size 3 to 9. Worth 50/-. 39/ 
Guineys Price 

BOYS’ PYJAMAS, in good quality 
Winceyette. Popular colours 

in block stripes. All sizes. 8/11 
Guineys Bargain Price 

BOYS’ PULLOVERS in ‘“ Round Tower” 
pure wool. Suitable for winter 

wear. Shades of brown and 

fawn only. From 


RAINCOATS 


GIRLS’ SCHOOL COATS 


Guineys are now showing a marvellous seiec- 
tion of Children’s Coats. All Ce tailored gar- 
ments. Available in fancy tv 4eds and plain wool 
cloths. Sizes from 24” to 39”. Before you 
buy elsewhere see our range. 


GIRLS’ HOSE—For the Girls’ School Outfit 
you will require this ribbed cashmere Hose in 
shades of tan, black and fawns. 

Sizsa 2 to 8. Rising in price per 

size. Price 


NIGHTDRESSES—Girls’ Interlock Nightdresses, 
“ National Brand,” with Peter Pan 
collar and cuffs in contrast. Sizes 

a = éi pres 


GIRLS’ PYJAMAS in good 
“National Brand.” Jumper 
with contrasting shades on Pants and 
Blouse. to 36”. All one 
price 


uality Interlock, 
k mu Á finished 


3/11 


GIRLS’ COMBS in a heay 
quality woo, “ Philis ”’ 


LIBERTY BODICES. “Peter Pan” Brand, 
Brand. Sizes 7 and 8 
only. Worth 


> Fleece lined, buttoped front. Sizes 12 

to 16. Price on ‘ize 12” 2/9 

Also Corsets, 2/6 and 2/11. 7/il. Price... 
FOOTWEAR VALUES 


“SSE YOUTHS’ AND BOYS’ strong black chrom 
boot with leather soles, Sizes: 6 to 7, 14/6; 
ná ae 12/6; 11 tol, 10/6; 7 


Sizes 24” 


on ee cut ony Ehosa, with 
. “ber soles a . Si 
11 to 1, 11/6; 7 to 10 aera te 


2 ply 


GIRLS’ Black Pat. Shoes 
ho toe cap, leather soles. 
Sizes: 11 tv 1, 11/98; 


7 to 10 
GIRLS’ HATS - 


Gibson, 


Outstanding value in the 
section crown Sports Hat in 
ce Se _ fine wool felt. tdeal for 
schoo! wear. Also in plain 
— In a variety of shades. 
| “ 5/11 + 6/11 
& 
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jnéver been any trouble with it, ex- 
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NO. 26,544 


Give Every Manis DEW 
I> YEARS OLD 
LIQUEUR WHISKEY . 


D.E. WILLIAMS LID.TULLAMORE. 


| i mi 


NEW AND REC » gene 


“á 


jj 
Before you invest in 4 
pram cali in and se 
our excellent selection. 


MURDOCH’S 


DUN LAOGHAIRE & BR 


ce á 
AA A OOOO 


€€ 1 HERE are plenty of cattle 

in Ireland ready to 
brought over here in response to 
demands from farmers on this 
side, but they will not come 
unless the demand improves. Any 
farmer who has the 
resources—and most of you wil 
find that, with increased plough- 
ing, you have these resources— 
should get cattle over while facili- 
ties are available,” said the 
British Minister for Agriculture 
(Mr. R. S. Hudson), at a demon- 
stration on a farm in Yorkshire 
yesterday. 

He said he was very glad that 
the particular farmer was feeding 
Irish cattle in his yard. His advice 
applied not only to store cattle, but 
to Irish dairy cattle, too. 

‘“* More licences may now be issued 
for these,” he said,,. 
should be no difficulty in getting 
animals, due for calving, as a con- 
tribution towards that increase in 
milk-production next winter, which 
we so vitally need.” 

Mr. Hudson advised his hearers 
that they should also get over with- 
in the next month or two Irish 
heifers, to ensure adequate winter 
milk for 1943-1944. 

He also advised that the most vital 
thing of all was wheat. Every acre 
capable of growing wheat must be 
sown to wheat this autumn, and, on 
poor, light land, they wanted rye to 
be sown. Much more, too, would 
have to be done in the silage cam- 
paign which, next winter, would 
have to be a sheet-anchor to many 
farmers. 


SHIPPER’S VIEW 
A Dublin cattle shipper told an 
Irish Times reporter that the present 

rices being given for dairy cattle in 
Ragland were undoubtedly very 
attractive to the Irish farmer, and 
large numbers of dairy cattle and 
heifers had been exported within the 
last few months. But he felt that 
the question of what was the national 
interest should be raised. 

“We had an acute shortage of 
butter here a few months ago,’’ he 
said, ‘‘ but we shall have to face a 
much longer period of shortage next 
year, unless the Government does 
something to restrict the export of 
dairy cattle. The British Minister 
is quite entitled to advise British 
farmers to get Irish dairy cattle, but 
our own Minister should make sure 
that this country is not going to be 
left, short. 

He added that, at this time of the 
year, he did not expect there would 
be a great demand in England for 
Irish store cattle. The increase of 
about 20 p.c. in the tillage area in 
England meant that there was less 
grazing available for cattle. 


GENERAL TOJO SHOT 


WASHINGTON, Wednesday. — 
General Tojo, the Japanese Premier, 
tis reported to have been shot at and 
wounded on June 17 by a young 
This news was given to- 
the Washington repre- 


day by 


sentative of the Sino-Korean Peoples’ |: 
League, who said that, according to|:: 


from the  League’s 
assailant was 


ól, who 


information 
agents, the 
Soowan, aged 


shot, but missed him with 
second, which hit the 
Japanese Premier, M. Hirota. 


BRITISH MINISTER SAYS 


tuinn $ 


““and there 


nee 
ws 


(-ASETING a square wooden 
4 box, marked “ First air-mail 
and passenger flight, Dublin- 
Berlin, 1932,’’ a four-engined de 
Havilland express air liner 
grounded at Rineanna Airport, 
a few minutes after 1 o'clock 
yesterday, and Ireland's first 
oe internal air service Was 
inaugurated. 

The 
historic flight—is 
Lingus ’planes 


box—souvenir of another 

carried by Aer 
whenever a lew 
service is pened. According to a 
director of the company, the box 
may travel many hundreds of air 
wniles in the future, provided other 
Irish cities awake immediately to 
the requirements of modern travel. 


FIRST TO TRAVEL 


The first passengers to be carried 
on the new  Dublin—Limerick 
service were the Mayor of Limerick 
(Mr. D. J. O’Malley) and Mrs. 
O'Malley. They flew to Dublin with 
directors of Aer Lingus, and were 
met at Dublin Airport by the Lord 
Mayor of Dublin (Alderman P. 8. 
Doyle, T.D.) and Mrs. Doyle. 
oth the Mayor of Limerick and 
Mrs. O'Malley told an ZJrish Times 
reporter that they were delighted 
with the trip. Mr. O'Malley has 
flown in many parts of the Con- 
tinent, but he confessed that seeing 
his native soil from the air was his 
most thrilling air experience. The 
Dublin and Rineanna Airports were 
the finest he had ever seen, and the 
flight was his most comfortable one. 

Yesterday morning Major G. J. 
Carroll, genera! manager, Aer 
Lingus; Mr, Sean O. hUadhaigh, 
dire:tor; Mr. J. Gannon, [Irish 
Toarist Board; Senator Sean Camp- 
bell, Mr. Rory Henderson, Mr. J. P. 
O’Brien (chairman, Irish Tourist 
Board), Mr. C. FE. McConnell, 
F.I.P.A. (McConnell’s Advertising 
Agency), and Mr. Joe Evans, (Irish 
Movietone News cameraman) flew 
from Dublin to Rineanna, where 
they were met by the Mayor of 
Limerick, Mr. J. J. - Berkery, 
Limerick City Manager, and other 
public representatives, 


DUBLIN’S GREETING 


Mr. O hUadhaigh handed the 
Mayor a special message of greeting 
from Dublin’s Lord Mayor, in which 
Alderman Doyle congratulated the 
citizens of Limerick on the inaugura- 
tion of the service. ‘It is my 


sincere wish,” said the message, 
“ that, this service will prosper and 
develop in the future... .” 

Speaking for the citizens of 
Limerick, the Mayor described the 
occasion as unique, and expressed 
warm thanks to the directors of Aer 
Lingus for starting this new air line, 
the importance of which could be 
measured from the Press which it 
had received. The new service, he 
said, would ensure that Limerick 
once again should achieve fame 
throughout the world. 

Replying on behalf of Mr. Sean 
Leydon (Chairman, Aer Lingus), the 
management, and the air id ground 
staffs, Mr. O hUadhaigh said that 
Aer Lingus believed in creeping 
before they walked, and now they 
could look back on a trouble-free 
era of operation. 


POSSIBILITIES 


Speaking of the possible develop- 
ments of internal air services, he said 
that, thanks to the enterprise and 
foresight of the Government, 
Rineanna Air Port was second to 
none in the world. It impressed and 
surprised experts all over the world, 
and was capable of meeting any 
futfre demand. Aer Lingus would 
be very glad to do for other cities 
what they had done for Limerick, 
but unless, and until, facilities were 
provided which would be acceptable 
to responsible operators they could 
not do it. Meantime, the Limerick 
air line would confer benefits, not 
only on the city, but on the whole 
South and South-West of Ireland. 

Aer Lingus was State-subsidised, 
but the day when they could carry 
on on their own feet, without 
subsidy, was in sight. He was proud 
to be able to state that the service 
was 100 per cent. Irish—they had 
not had to “ import ” experts, and 
their own experts had proved first- 
class. 

Commandant W. J. Keane (0.C., 
Rineanna Air. Corps), Captain St. 
John Harpur (Managing Director, 
Irish Shell, Ltd.), Mr. 8. M. 
O'Connell (Public Relations Officer. 
Aer Lingus), Mr. S. Fitzgerald 
(Chairman, Cork Harbour Board), 
Captain D. Campbell (Resident 
Engineer) and Mr. Nolan ( Assistant 
Engineer, Rineanna), Mr. M. J. 
Keyes, T.D., and Councillor J. 
Casey were also present at Rineanna. 

The ‘plane was flown by Captain 
J. Noel McAuley, with Flight 
Engineer Rafter and Radio Officer 


Anderson. 


A 


Park |: 
slightly}: 
wounded General Tojo with the Fr 3 
the a 
former |: 


Japanese gendarmes fired, mortally}, 


wounding the Japanese flyer, Major]: á | 


and 
for 


Yudo Fujita, 
hotographers 


two Japanese}; 
Tokyo papers. |: 


oowan was also mortally wounded, | “hm 


— (Reuter. ) 


Continued from Previous Cojumn, ae 


Bowes. were overcome by the heat 
and smoke before the house 
collapsed. 

During the fire houses on either 
aide of the Bowes’ were evacuated, 
and the one on the left of the burn- 
ing building was damaged. 

Both the fire brigades, although 
working under extraordinary diffi- 
culties, prevented further destruc- 
tion, and, in the words of the towns- 
people, ‘‘ saved the street and saved 
the town.” 


THE INQUEST 
LOW WATER 
PRESSURE 


At the inquest a verdict in 
accordance with the medical evi- 
dence—‘‘ Death from asphyxia and 
shock from burns ’’—was recorded. 

It was stated that in Birr the 
water was cut off at midnight. If 
a fire occurred in the night it would 
take a very long time to get up 
sufficient pressure of water to deal 
with it adequately. 

A member of the jury, Mr. J. 
O’Keefe, said that he had personal 
experience of this, and had found it 
a dangerous practice. 

‘*Tt was hopeless last night,” he 
alleged. ‘‘The water would not 
uench a candle, from the experience 
t had of it. When the brigade put 
on the water the pressure would not 
send it any distance up the wall.”’ 

Witnesses agreed that the pressure 
was very bad, and it was stated that 
the water could not be sent up to 
a flame in the top window of tie 
house. 

When the Coroner (Dr. W. 
Meagher) asked was there any reason 
for cutting off the water at night, 
h> was told that it was to save 
water. 

In reply to questions by Super- 
intendent McCabe, Mr. Patrick 
O’Brien described how the refrigera- 
tor worked, and said that there had 


cept in the working of the motor. 
He did not think that the automatic 
switch would have caused a flash or 
“aig that would have caused the 
re. 

Tributes to the members of the 
Fire Brigade were paid by members 
of the Civic Guard, jurymen and 
witnesses. 

Mrs. Bowes had planned to go to 
Dublin yesterday with her sister, 
who is a nun in England, who was 
to sail to-day. Cathleen Grogan, 
the maid, had planned to go to a 
dance on Tuesday night, but she 
stayed at home, because she knew 
she would have to rise early yester- 
day morning to help Mrs. Bowes to 
et ready for the train to Dublin. 
f Cathleen had gone to the dance, 
she would have been alive to-day; 
for the dance was not over when the 
fire was still raging. 

It is believed that Mrs. Bowes and 
her family were out visiting late on 


Tuesday night, and reached home| 


just shortly before the fire began. 
ut the fire spread too quickly to 
give them a chance to esca 


although it lasted one and a-half|U 


hours, -the floors and roof had 
collapsed only fifteen minutes after 
the alarm was raised. 


CITY OF BREMEN CREW 


The remaining members of the 


evidence at the 


Í EE British Admiralty an- 

nounced last, night, that 930 
survivors—ofhcers and men—have 
been saved fror -.e aircraft 
carrier Eagle, which was sunk by 
a U-boat recently in the Mediter- 
ranean. The Eagle, a 22,600-ton 
boat, is the fifth British aircraft 
carrier lost in the war. The 
normal complement of the ship 
was 748 officers and men, so that, 
even allowing for war-time ex- 
pansion of crew, the figure of 930 
rescued must represent a very 
high proportion. 


OFFICIAL REPORT 


An Admiralty communiqué stated : 
“The Board of Admiralty regret to 
announce the loss of H.M.S. Eagle 
(Capt. L. D. Mackintosh, D.S.C., 
R.N.), as a result of U-boat attack 
in the Mediterranean. A large num- 
ber of the ship’s company are safe. 
Next-of-kin will be informed as soon 
as details are received. 

“In order to avoid anxiety the 
Admiralty policy is to endeavour to 
inform the -next-of-kin of a ship’s 
company before announcing the loss 
of one of His Majesty’s ships. At 
the time of the German announce- 
ment about H.M.S. Eagle the 
Admiralty had no information about 
survivors. The Press were, there- 
fore, asked not to publish the Ger- 
man claim, in order to avoid causing 
unnecessary concern. Since ohe 
newspaper has seen fit to disregard 
this request, the Board of Admiralty 
feels obliged to announce the loss of 
H.M.S. Eagle before they are in a 
position to relieve the next-of-kin of 
their anxiety. 

“The Admiralty are able to an- 
nounce that at least one U-boat 


operating in the same area as H.M.S. 


agle has already been sunk.”’ 


Ch U 


_|Mackintosh, who directed that, on 


“=| widespread mass 


BITTER FIGHTING 
- IN SOLOMONS 


U.S. MARINES IN 
ACTION 


- 


ASHINGTON, Wednesday.— 

The Navy Department, con- 

firms that U.S. marines landed 

and are consolidating their posi- 

tions in three of the Solomon 
Islands. 

Australian and American Army 
‘planes are bombarding Japanese air 
bases, and navy units are fighting 
bitterly. 

The text of the communiqué is :— 
““Operations in the Solomons are 
still in progress. It has been con- 
firmed that U.S. marines landed as 
scheduled on three islands in the 
vicinity of Tulgai. The marines are 
engaged in consolidating their — 
tions. Supporting navy forces have 
been po is in bitter fighting, 


details of which are not yet aval 
abl 


e. 
‘The U.S. Army and Australian 
aircraft are continuing their attacks 
on enemy landing fields and shore- 
based aircraft. There is substantial 
evidence that the Japanese had 
planned, and had well under way, 
the development of a base in tne 
Tulgai area. Until more details are 
avaible, it is impossible’ to 
elaborate further the news of these 
operations. All available com- 
munication facilities are overtaxed 
by urgent messages concerning 
operations. ’’— (Reuter. ) 


JAPANESE LOSSES 
An Allied Headquarters, South- 


West Pacific communiqué of this 
morning states that heavy bombers 
executed a successful daylight attack 
on Japanese shipping in Rabaul 
Harbour. A large 15,000-ton vessel 
was hit with heavy bombs and left 
in flames. A second large ship was 
seen sinking at the stern, and two 
medium-sized vessels were left in 
flames and listing. Eight enemy 
fighters were intercepted. One was 
shot down, and from three to six hit 
and damaged. All ours returned. 

North-Western Sector, Banda Sea. 
—Allied medium bombers attacked 
shipping and installations at enemy 
island bases with unknown results. 

Timor.—Enemy shipping off the 
South Coast was attacked by our 
bombers with unknown results.— 
(Reuter. ) 


SITUATION WELL 
IN HAND 
QUIETER DAY IN INDIA 


ATEST reports from India 
indicate that the situation 
has undergone a marked improve- 


ment. 

The India Office last night stated : 

‘Official quarters in London report 
that the authorities in India have 
the situation completely in hand, 
and it is emphasised that any pic- 
ture of widespread disorder in that 
country is utterly distorted. 

“There is no. indication of any 
movement, the 


E ee countryside is unaffected, and there 
-<21ig virtually no interference whatever 


ae with the war effort. 


In Calcutta, 


233 for instance, which, with its neigh- 


=| bourhood, is responsible for by far 
=|the greater part of India’s war in- 
“| dustrial activity, there are no reper- 
=! cussions to the arrests of the India 
“sl National Congress 
SI The few shops in that city which 


Party leaders. 


“1 were closed have re-opened, and the 


“has no politica 
| attributable to the trade factors at 


of some jute mills 


reported Fm 
significance, and is 


=\this time of the year. 


“No reports of disturbances have 


=| come from any of the outlying dis- 


The Eagle was begun by Arm- 
strong-Whitworth as a battleship for 
the Chilean Navy in 1913, but in 
1917 Britain purchased her for 
£1,334,358, and she was commis- 
sioned for trials as an aircraft 
carrier in 1920, and after modifica- 
tions was completed at Portsmouth 
Dockyard in 1924. Up to 1927 she 
had cost £4,617,636, and in 1932 she 
underwent a refit estimated to cost 
£373,881. 

Captain Mackintosh, who is 45, is 
a kinsman of the late Mackintosh of 
the death of his widow, Captain 
Mackintosh should inherit the 
ancestral home, Moy Hall, and 
estates, extending over 24,000 acres, 
in the Highlands. 

According to a New York 
Associated Press message, -German 
wireless heard in New York, yester- 
day, said that Berlin military 
quarters indicated that the sinking 
of the British aircraft carrier Eagle 
was only part of an action against 
a British convoy sailing from 
Gibraltar. 


ITALIAN VERSION 


_The Piccolo ow describing the 
sinking of the Eagle, said: ‘* Im- 
mediately after she was hit with four 
8 she showed a heavy list 
and began to sink. Other units of 
the convoy hurried to the spot to 
help her. Only a very few of the 
aircraft on board the Eagle were 
able ito leave the sinking vessel in 
tiine.”” 

The Corriere de la Sera said: 
“The loss of the Eagle has deprived 
Malta of its floating storehouse for 
‘planes. The Eagle belonged to the 


' Gibraltar.’’— (Reuter. ) 


ritish taval squadron based on 


THE DESERT WAR 


LONDON, Wednesday.—‘“‘ British 
Army patrols have inflicted casual- 
ties on Axis working parties in the 
northern sectors of the desert battle- 
front.’”” Marshal Rommel to-night 
broadcast over the German Radio. 
Speaking of the recent engagement 
at El Alamein, he said: ‘ We have 
had a very difficult defensive battle. 
It is simply indescribable what 
our soldiers had to endure in those 
weexs. Mere words cannot express 
it. Day by day our Tank Army 
has done its duty. We are now at 
the very gates of Egypt. The 
British concentrated their reserves 
to the last man to drive us back 
again. They planned to do what 
we did last January, but their plans 
failed before the steadfastness of the 
men of our Tank Army. The 
battle was hard and exacted many 
sacrifices from us.’’—(Reuter.) 


U.S. COURT-MARTIAL 


Travis P. Hammond, 25 years old 
‘8. . private yesterday gave 
court martial, in 
Britain, at which he is accused of. an 
offence against a girl. He went to 


which earlier in the day had visited 
the air-raid shelter where the offence 
is alleged to have taken place, had 
overruled a submission that there 


crew of the City of Bremen arrived 
in Dublin yesterday. 


was no case to answer. 


The Court will.sit again to-day. 


the witness chair after the Court,jgoing into volunta 


SEARCH FOR JUDGE 


A bloodhound is to be used in an 
intensified search, ordered yesterday 
by the Chief Constable of Somerset, 
for Mr. Justice Langton, who has 
beer missing since Sunday from a 
friend’s house at Burnham-on-Sea. 
The request for bloodhounds to be 
used came from Mr. Justice Lang- 
ton’s daughter, Miss Langton, who, 
with Lady Langton, hurried to 
Burnham on Sunday night. A wide- 
spread search by police, Home 

uards and Civil Defence workers 
has so iar disclosed no clue, and 
serious fears for his safety have been 
expressed. Barns, sheds and other 
likely places are being searched, and 
farmers are being questioned. 

There were no developments, and 
there was “nothing to work on.” 
Major T. H. Lloyd, the family 
solicitor, stated yesterday. 


RACE COURSE TO BE SOLD 


Mullingar Race-course, one of the 
oldest in Ireland, will shortly. be 
sold by auction as land for farming, 
as the company which has main- 
tained it during recent rs is 

liquidation. 

Situated in the “heath of a great 
horse-breeding district, it has always 
been popular with racegoers., is 
normal times, it was well served with 


tricts of Bengal. The disturbances 
in other parts of India are in a few 
cities, such as Bombay and Ahmeda- 
bad, which are Congress strongholds, 
and contain hooligan elements easily 
provoked, and hot-headed students. 


BIG IMPROVEMENT 


“There was a big improvement 
in the riot situation in Bombay to- 
day,” said last night’s Bombay 
Government communiqué. ‘“ Firing 
had to be resorted to on only two 
occasions. The only casualty up to 
five p.m. was one killed. 

‘At scattered centres elsewhere 
there were isolated acts of violence. 
Government grain shops in Vit- 
halbhai Patel road were looted. 
Some rowdy students broke windows 
of local trains, and afterwards 
attempted to interfere with traffic, 
but were quickly dispersed. On 
almost all roads barricades in the 


rnorth of the city were removed 


The position 


during Tuesday night. 
has im- 


in the industrial areas 
proved.” 

In a joint ‘‘ earnest appeal to the 
Indian peoples,” the British Labour 
Party and the Trades Union Con- 
gress last night stated: ““The Labour 
movement considers that the 
action of the Government of India 
in detaining leaders of Congress was 
a timely and unavoidable pre- 
caution. ... It urges the Govern- 
ment to make clear that on the 
abandonment of civil disobedience it 
would be ready to resume free and 
friendly discussions with a view to 
safeguarding and implementing the 
pesnears: 8 Indian self-government 
already proclaimed by the British 
Government and sásúil by the 
British Parliament, and seeuring the 
wholehearted support, of India in the 
common effort of the United Nations 
to win freedom for all.” 


BRIEF LONDON RAID 


An ‘‘alert’’ was sounded in the 
London area early to-day. Guns 
were in action on the outskirts of 
the area, and some bombs were re- 
ported. The raiders approached from 
the direction of the Thames Estuary. 

The “' raiders passed ” signal was 
sounded after a short time. 


$0OS OFF WEXFORD COAST 


A London woman, Mrs. Brenda 
Fairner (19), of Hawthorn road, 
Hornsey, who picked u 
signal from a crippled ship 20 miles 
off the Raven’ Point, Co. Wexford, 
promptly informed the police and 
saved the vessel and its crew. Mrs. 
Fairner switched on for dance music, 
but, before tuning the dial, heard a 
voice asking listeners to inform 
Rosslare that a ship was in 
difficulties. 


MIDDLE EAST SUPPLIES - 


Lieut.-Colonel Lascelles, speaking 
in Holborn last night, said that 
during the two years up to June last 
there had gone to the Middle East 
4,500 tanks, 6,000 aircraft, nearl 
5,000 pieces of artillery, 50, 
machine-guns, and over “100,000 
mechanised vehicles. By the same 


all kinds of transport, and was well 
patronised by Dublin racegoers, 


month Britain had sent over 2,000 


tanks to Russia, 
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ing for 4,960 ‘planes. 


Indications from Allied 
German 


— (Reuter.) 


LONDON, Wednesday.—A special 
announcement by the German High 
Command says: 4 com- 


— “ Troops 
manded by General Paulus, of the 
Tank Corps, supported by anti 
aircraft and air formations, under 
General von Richthofen, have 
annihilated the bulk of the 62nd 
Soviet Army and strong units of the 
First Tank Army in the great Don 
bend west of Kalach. 

‘‘In this battle of annihilation 
57,000 prisoners were taken. Over 
1,000 tanks and 750 guns of all 
kinds were either destroyed or cap- 
tured. Enemy casualties were very 
high. 

‘*Since the beginning of the 
spring fighting, from the battle en 
the Kerch peninsula up to the con- 
clusion of the battle in the great 
Don bend. German and allied 
troops on the Eastern front have 
brought in 1,044,741 prisoners. 6,271 
tanks and 10,131 guns of all kinds 
were captured or destroyed. In the 
same period 4,960 enemy aircraft 
were brought down in air combat, 
664 by A.A. artillery and 452 were 
destroyed on the ground.” 

The German High Command com- 
muniqué states that Axis troops have 
taken the town of Slavianskaya (60 
iniles north-east of Novorissisk) and 
ar. driving forward into the Caucasus 
Mountains. 

“The Luftwaffe continued its 
attacks on Soviet traffic in the 
coastal region and in the Black Sea 
harbours. A patrol vessel, two trans- 
port ships and two coastal vessels 
were sunk by bomb hits. Six trans- 
port ships and one coastal vessel 
were damaged, 


RUSSIANS ATTACK 


MOSCOW, Wednesday.—Reuter’s 
Correspondent here states—‘‘Marshal 
Timoshenko, launching four fierce 
counter-attacks, has smashed a Ger- 
man thrust against Stalingrad, and 
improved his positions. Throwing 
in new reserves, the Germans began 
a big pincer movement against a 
Soviet rifle division defending the 
approaches of the Don at Kletskaya, 
north-west of Stalingrad. Soviet 
commanders chose this moment to 
lannch skilfully conceived and bit- 
terly fought flank and frontal 
counter-attacks, which spread con- 
fusion among the advancing Axis 
forces. 

“While Marshal Timoshenko is 
more than holding his own in the 
battle for Stalingrad, the latest 
despatches from the Caucasus ind!- 
cate that the position continues very 
critical. Soviet forces are battling 
hard to stem the German advance 
from the Kuban towards the 
Caspian Sea. In some sectors the 
Steppes have ceased to be the battle- 
field, and fighting is now going on 
in the northern slopes of the Cau- 
casus Mountains. Taking advan- 
tage of the hilly terrain, cut by 
narrow valleys and deep ravines, 
the Russians, although outnumbered, 
now have a chance of holding up 
the German advance. 

“The position is more encouraging 
at Voronezh, where the Russians 
continue to develop an offensive 
which threatens to cut off the whole 
German Army concentrated in the 
south. Having captured two more 
villages west and south of the town, 
the Russian drive is pressing 


sula they have taken | ,044,741 
destroyed 6,271 tanks and 10,13 


Moscow is still silent about operations at Kalach, 

where Berlin had for some days claimed to have cut 
off large Russian forces and yesterday announced t 
they had been destroyed. A special announcement 
German High Command said that in 
annihilation '" 57,000 prisoners were 
tanks and 750 guns destroyed or captured. 


by the 
““this battle of 
taken and over 1,000 


the Germans claim that since 
fighting on the Kerch Penin- 
risoners and captured or 
guns, as well as account- 


and Axis sources are that the 


drive in the Caucasus:has lost much of its impetus, 
and Berlin said that the resistance of the Soviet rearguards 
defending the approaches to the. mountains had stiffened. 


RUSSIAN ARMIES ATTACKING 


steadily ahead. A German counter- 
attack with a hundred tanks 
managed to gain some ground, but 
the Russian offensive has not been 
stopped.”’ 


GERMAN LOSSES 


‘‘Germans are making 10 to 12 
attacks a day in the region of 
Kletskaya. They have lost 50 ’planes 
in a few days, and one Soviet unit 
alone has wiped out 1,100 Germans 
in a two-day battle. North of 
Kotelnikovo fierce fighting is going 
on. Here the Germans have lost 35 
tanks in one day. 

“The situation is serious, make no 
mistake about it,’’ said a Moscow 
radio commentator to-night. ‘* Every 
square yard ot soil seized by the 
enemy in South Russia is a blow to 
the anti-Hitler coalition as a whole. 
It is true that time is vital to Hitler, 
but it is equally vital to Hitler’s 
enemies. Territory has been lost 
which the United Nations can ill 
afford. If we play our ace at the 
right moment and the right place 
Hitler can be conquered.”’ 


SOVIET COMMUNIQUE 
MOSCOW, Wednesday.—To-night’s 


Soviet communiqué states :—. 

‘‘During August 12 our troops 
fought engagements in the areas of 
Kletskaya, north-east of Kotel- 
nikovo, and in the areas of Cher- 
kessk, Maikop, and Krasnodar. No 
material changes took place in other 
sectors. 

“In the area north-east of Kotel- 
nikovo the enemy passed to the de- 
fensive in a number of sectors.. Our 
trcops launched several successful 
attacks, and seven hundred Germans 
were killed in one sector. 

“On August 11 units of our air 
ferce destroyed or damaged 20 Ger- 
man tanks, 100 lorries with tr ps 
and supplies, and five fuel tank 
lorries. They blew up four ammuni- 
tion dumps and one fuel dump, 
silenced seven artillery batteries, 
destroyed a railway train, and dis- 
persed and partly annihilated one 
battalion of enemy infantry. 

““Soviet troops withdrew to new 
pcsitions in Cherkessk region.”’ 


SUIR MYSTERY SOLVED 


How Patrick McCarthy, aged 26, 
an unmarried farmer, of Terrygrew, 
Kilbeggan, Co. Westmeath, got into 
the Suir at Waterford was not 
elucidated at the inquest yesterday, 
and the Coroner (Mr. Nolan, 
solicitor), said that, not having 
sufficient evidence to show whether 
death was accidental or otherwise, 
found that the man died from 
drowning. 

The remains were identified by a 
brother, Mr. Michael McCarthy, who 
said that Patrick left home about 
seven weeks ago, and four weeks ago 
he reported him as missing. 

Joseph O’Connell, George’s quay, 
said that he was dozing in bed about 
4.30 a.m. on Monday when he heard 
a splash and a shout from the 
direction of the Pill, a tributary of 
the Suir. The splash suggested some- 
body trying to swim. He looked 
out, but heard nothing further. It 
was blowing hard and raining, and 


very dark. In the morning he saw 
nothing, but later he saw the body. 
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